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Harold Myra and Marshall Shelley. The Leadership Secrets of Billy Graham. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005

The authors masterfully weave insights from the life and ministry of Billy Graham with illustrations from other great men such as Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, and Gandhi. This is as much a study of character as it is of leadership and management. Myra and Shelley look at such topics as integrity, failure, and even the role of humor. For me, this book has great personal appeal since I know both authors; Shelley is a vice president of CTI (Christianity Today International), and Myra, who retired from CT a year ago, is my longtime mentor and a student of leadership, as well as a friend of Dr. Graham, himself the founder and retired chairman of Christianity Today. The authors vividly bring to life such “crucible” events as Graham’s response to racism in the segregated South of the 1950s and his relationships with presidents, including Richard Nixon, and expertly draw applications from these experiences. In addition, they draw from a “great” business book, Good to Great. 

I have a shelf full of business/management/leadership books I couldn’t get through – they’re poorly written, irrelevant to my needs, or even offensive.  By contrast, this is rich with story, under girded by scriptural principles, and immensely practical and helpful. An excellent resource for the Christian leader!

